
Lake Pumps Paying

ncsium Co_rp. watched helplessly is
the Great Salt Lake - at its ..modern
historic high" level of 4,21I'.gi feet

- tvashed away lhe outer north dike
proteeting its solar mineral.extrac-
tion evaporation ponds in the Stans-
bury Basin. ;

. 
AryAj 

-had. 
been manufacturing

about 36,000 [ons of magnesium I
year with a work force of slighily
more tbin 700. The breaeh left th-e
company's fut'ure in doubt;
; gy! i.b quick moves, including a

srzaole rnvestment, to relocat0 its so_
l3r ponds uorth of lturolls, Tooeie
County, prevented its demise.
; Company ipokesman'Lee Bror+n
observed; iEverybody saerificed
tluring tbis' rebuilding period as('ages were frozen and concession-
ary bargaining was concluded with
the United Steelworkers union reo-
resenting our operating and mainte-
nance employees."
i The sacrifice was not rvithout re-

'.r'ard.
j Tbe new solar ponds provide the

eompany - ngw known as ltagne-
Sium Corporation of America or
l)lageorp_after its Aug. B l acquisition
Qy New York City-based Thb Reneo
Group Inc. - with a l0-year supolv
df magnesium chloride 

-brine. 
sii6

l1r. Brown.

' That's possible because the ponds
are located in the southeast corner of
what is _klo*n as the ..west pond..
into which the state's $60 riittion
west deseret pumps diverted the ris-
ing waters of the Great Salt Lake.
-; Mr- Bro*n said altbough the state.
Uas since halted pumping beeause of
tbe lon'er lake level, leaving litile if
any s'ater ia the "rvest pond,". tlre
gompany's solar ponds are _storing
about 5 to 6 feet of brine.
, llagcorp transports the brine to its
Rowley, Tooele County, plant
thro_ugh a 4l-mile undeigfound
pipeline ih predeeessor built. ,.
' l'1r. Brown declined to 'say'. 

how
rhuch AITIAX paid to build the Kholls
ponds and related faeilities. includ-
ing the 4l-mile pipeline, because of
tbe keen competition among magne_
sium produeers. He would say only
the amount was "signUicant."-
f .ry. Pigy4 said particularty belp.
f3rl to AI1AX in building the-Knofb
ponds u'ere tbe U.S. Aii Force, the
Division of State Lands and Forestrv
dnd the Bureau of Land Manage". 

'

ment: The first issued tbe state the
necessary permit to pump the Great
Salt.Lake and the latter two provid-
ed AITIAX the leases for land on
rrhich the new ponds were'built.
, Irlost of the 5g,000 acres AIr{AX

needed for the solar evaporation fa-
cilities are administered by the BLM.
said Mr. Brown.
, Generally, brine is water saturated

or strongly impregnai.ed u'ilh rari-
ous mineral salts. Magcorp's interest
ig in only the magnesium chloride
which ittecovers by sglective evapo-
r'ation. From it. the company pro-
duces magnesium and chlorini. '

; The raw brine is first moved into
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Frohleffiss Evep@retfuag at nlf,*gaor$,
By Joe Rolando

Tribune Business Writer
Nearly 3% yearsago. AI\IAX nlag.

Illagcorp's Rorvley plant on Great Salt Lake
is shoun in relation to the Stansbury Basin

ponds it abandonea 
"rt., " 

illJlff#lT'TiJ'*
dike aud its new Knolls ponds to ilre u'est.

rng .transferred to coneentrating
ponds where various salts clrop oui
at different times depending on-their
concenratlons.

When the magnesium chloride
concentration reaches a certain
point, it is moved into a final holding
pond for transportation to the piani
via the 41-mile unCerground bine-
line. (trIagnesium chloride is thri l'ast
salt to drop out of the brine solution.)

IvIr. Brown said. ',Todat'. throush
improved efficiency and 6ost effe-c-
tlve measures we bave been able to
bring our annual produetion of mag-
nesium up to maximum levels of b6-
tween 36,000 and 38,000 tons with
about 600 people."

.flg8eorn is now selling over $100'million of. magnesium a year ..in na-
uonat and overseas markets outside
Utah," said l\lr. Ilrown. '.So serious-
ly. it was really a godsend for the
state of Utah to make the decision to
pump the Great Salt Lake when it
did..lf jt hadn't. this It\{agcorp's $100
million in annual sales and 600 jobsJ
wouldn't exist toda.v."

Dave Buehler, northern regional
manager for the Division of-State
Lands and Forestry. said the state
benefits from Magcbrp's production
in the form of lease and royalty reve-
nues. He said because the state owns
the lake's water and minerals. it real-
izes all the ro1'alty revenue nlagcorp

pays. even if tbe bulk of the compa-
ny's solar ponds are on BLII land'.

Mr. Bros'n said because of the
state's foresight in building the
pumps, it and local government are
the recipients of taxes as well as
lease and royalty revenue. He said
before the breach of its north dike in
f 986. AIU.AX was pat'ing state and
local entities about $4.5 million in
taxes and lease and royalty fees.

. "Realistically, this facility is going
!o p..qy fo-r the west deseret-pumpio!
facility by itself in six to seven
years," said Mr. Brogn, adding Dtae-
cgrp is also still paying the leises 6
the state and BLM on its Stansburv
Basin ponds.

After tbe breach of its uorth dike
in 1986, AIUAX's work force of more
than ?00 dropped as low as 424 be-
fore .th-e y'ear's end. The company
said it had to cut its work forie tb
reduce short-term losses while eon-
tinuing to revierv its options.

Between the time AMAX's north
dike was breached and the comple,
tion of the Knolls solar ponds and'41-
mile pipeline, the company trans-

ported brine by truck to its Rowlev
plant from Wendover and bv rail
from Leslie Salt's operation in the
San Franciseo Bay Area. said Mr.
Brown.

He said the l0-year supplv of
brine in the Knolls pbnds giv!'s itae-
corp some "breathing room" to d6-
eide rvhether to return to the Stans-
bury Basin and rebuild the breached
north dike. He added. .,I think the
decision will be put off until the eom-
pany has a better feel for what the
lake is going to do."

But Mr. Brown conceded that pre-
dicting precipitation levels is no iim-
ple feat.

- To return to the Stansbury Basin
for brine now that the lake ldvel has
dropped to 4,204.5 feet, I\tageorp
would have to make a substanUil ei-
penditure to close the breaeh in the
north dike and repair the dikiag sys-
tem. said Mr. Bro-wn.

And. he said. if the lake should
el,er again rise to the "modern his-
toric high" of 4.211.85 feet. it rvould
become e-xtremely expensive to
mainlain the 13-miles oi the north
dike.
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